
 

May 13, 2019 
  
Dear Cornerstone Music Studios' Students and Parents, 
  

This is a follow-up to the new lesson policy guidelines introduced in early March. An additional lesson policy 

option (see Student and Faculty Flex Lesson Day below) is now included to maintain 

established teaching schedules to the extent possible.  Your understanding and support are greatly 

appreciated.  These updates to our lesson policy are effective at the start of our Spring Term (March 18th, 

2019). 
 

2019 LESSON POLICY UPDATE 
  
Cornerstone Music Studios has taken great care in our lesson policy over the years to balance the various 

needs of our students, parents, faculty members, and studio administrators.  Payment of tuition reserves a 

student’s weekly time-slot in a faculty member’s studio schedule for the length of the term, thus both 

student and teacher are expected to attend all scheduled lessons out of respect for this agreement. Group 

Classes and studio-sponsored programs are not pro-rated.  
  

Because specific times are set aside for specific students, a student who does not attend a lesson will simply 

miss the benefit of that lesson. The faculty will then use that time, in addition to prior planning for the lesson 

or other times, to plan for the student’s progress, locate materials/resources, research and prepare work 

sheets, etc. Remember that your tuition pays for more than your weekly lesson! 
 

NEW LESSON POLICY OPTIONS (now in lieu of make-up lessons) 
 

To be eligible for one of the following lesson options, please continue to comply with the required 24 hours’ 

notice via telephone call, text message, or email TO THE TEACHER* should a student miss their 

lesson.  [*Cornerstone Music Studios provides all parents/guardians and students with a cell phone number 

and email address of the teacher in order to communicate directly.] 
 

Student Flex Lesson Day:  Each faculty member will provide one “Student Flex Lesson Day” for their students 

on a first-come, first-serve basis to schedule the equivalent duration of one missed lesson from the existing 

term. Ideally, students and/or parents would notify the respective faculty member of intentions to choose 

this option and thereby determine an optimal time to arrive.  Faculty will provide this date well in advance 

(preferably with 3 - 5 weeks’ notice) for mutual planning and scheduling. 
  
Please note: Only 1 Student Flex Lesson Day Option may be exercised per term. 
 

Lesson Swap: Families of two or more private students with the same faculty member may trade lesson times 

among siblings with advance approval by that faculty member.  Similarly, two separate families whose 

students are taking lessons in the same faculty studio may arrange a swap with advance faculty 

approval. To help avoid further absences using these rules and to make sure swaps go smoothly: 

-Faculty must be informed by all parties concerned prior to a swap and provide approval; 

-Should two students arrive at once, faculty will teach the student whose lesson is normally at that time; 

-Please inform the appropriate faculty member or the office administrator if you do not wish to have your 

name and email included on the swap list. 
  
FaceTime/Video Chat: FaceTime or Video Chat have become useful tools for teaching students who 

cannot attend their lesson due to mild illness, weather [see NEW INCLEMENT WEATHER Lesson Policy], etc. 

during their regularly scheduled lesson time. 
   
Please note: Only 1 Swap Lesson, Facetime/Video Chat, or Sibling Lesson Option may be exercised per term. 
 

 

 



No price can be put on such a 
beautiful art as music, but by 

investing in your child’s music 
education, you can provide them 
with a skill they will enjoy for a 

lifetime!   
~ The Etude Music Magazine 

 

FACULTY ABSENCE 

  

Given the commitment of Cornerstone Music Studios’ Faculty to maintain lesson routines with their students, 

faculty will coordinate a substitute teacher in the event they will be unable to attend their lessons for that 

day. In the rare event that a substitute teacher is unavailable, the teacher will arrange a “Faculty Flex 

Lesson Day”. 
  
Substitute Teacher: Faculty will coordinate a substitute teacher in the event that they will be unable to 

attend their lessons for that day. [While this is highly infrequent, it provides our students with the least amount 

of disruption to their regular weekly lesson routine and continuum of study.] 
 

Faculty Flex Lesson Day: Each faculty will identify a “Faculty Flex Lesson Day” providing their students a first-

come, first-serve opportunity to schedule the equivalent duration of one missed lesson from that 

term.  Faculty will provide this date well in advance (preferably with 3 - 5 weeks’ notice) for mutual planning 

and scheduling. 
  

INCLEMENT WEATHER 

Studio OPEN: Given the Millstone Township studio location(s) of Cornerstone Music Studios, we will follow the 

Millstone Township School District’s inclement weather closures when school is in session. However, in the 

event that the studio determines that it is reasonable to remain open (Saturdays and school closure days) in 

inclement weather, and provides sufficient notification to all concerned, regardless of whether or not other 

neighboring studios or institutions choose to close, this studio's faculty shall be present for their regularly 

scheduled lessons and classes, and the faculty will anticipate a regular lesson and class schedule with their 

students. If the student fails or chooses not to appear for scheduled lessons or classes on days when the 

studio has chosen to remain open, the lesson or class is considered cancelled, and the student is not eligible 

for any of the aforementioned lesson policy options. 
 

Studio CLOSED:  In the event the studio is prevented from operating or opening due to circumstances 

resulting from an "act of God,” war or act of terrorism, declarations or acts of public authorities, strikes or civil 

tumult, or any other cause beyond the reasonable 

control of Cornerstone Music Studios, (for 

example, a nor’easter, etc.) then in such event, the 

obligations of all parties to the agreement between 

the student and/or parent, faculty, and the studio 

shall cease and terminate without further obligations 

between or recourse by any of said parties. 
 

Exigencies Not Anticipated Herein:  If there arise 

conditions of family emergency, serious illness, or 

casualty that are not covered by this policy, the studio 

administration stands ready and will make every 

effort to assist in resolving scheduling issues.  
 

Your continued commitment, support and dedication to your children's music education and confidence in 

our mission to provide them quality music instruction in a professional, friendly and nurturing environment are 

deeply valued! 
  
Should you have any questions regarding our newly implemented policy, please email us! 

Laura Hines Wittman, Founder and Director: l.hines@cornerstonemusicstudios.com 

Danyel Shiflet, Arts Administration Manager: d.shiflet@cornerstonemusicstudios.com 

Renee Coppola, Arts Administration Coordinator: r.coppola@cornerstonemusicstudios.com 

Shane Tapley, Parent/Faculty Liaison: s.tapley@cornerstonemusicstudios.com 
  
With gratitude, 

  
  
  
Laura Hines Wittman 
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